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A PORTENT
South African Satyagraha is a sign and a portent As
Pandit Jawaharlalji remarked the other day in the A.LC.C
meeting, it may be that the future of India is even now being
decided by the struggle of the Indians overseas, particularly in
South Africa. Lynch law has already claimed its first victim.
Comtnenting on the doings of the White hooligans who were
said to have beaten to death an Indian, whom they mistook for
a Satyagrahi, Gandhiji remarked, "It is a sad event. Neverthe-
Ifess, I feel happy. A Satyagrahi must always be ready to die
with a smile on his face without retaliation and without rancoiir
in his heart. Some people have come to have a wrong notion
that Satyagraha means only jail going, perhaps facing lathi
blows and nothing more. Such Satyagraha cannot bring Inde-
pendence. To win Independence you have to learn the art of
dying without killing."                                                             >
Indians in South Africa are a mere handful in the midst oi'
the overwhelming majority of the Whites and the Negroes*
The Whites in the intoxication of power had not only enacteci
a barbarous measure but had taken the law in their own hands.
The* excuse trotted out for that infamous measure was that it
was necessary for saving the White civilization from bein^
swamped by the rising tide of colour. "I venture to submit/*
remarked Gandhiji commenting on this, "that a civilization
Which needs such barbarous legislation for its protection is? a,
contradiction in terms. The Indians are fighting for
honour. The land in South Africa does not belong to
Whites. Land belongs to one who labours on it. I would
shed a single tear if all the Satyagrahis iii South Africa are wip*
e$ out. Thereby they will not only bring deliveranpe to thentiH
selves but point the way to the Negroes ancl vindicate the honour
o| India, I,aih proud of them and so should be you.n ffi$
object in speaking to them, he continued, was not to tnove them
to tears or to incite them to anger and vituperation against
Whites, RaJtber they should ^7 to U0& fo gdide the